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The Story of 65 Roses® 

65 Roses® is what some children with CF call their disease because the words are much 
easier for them to pronounce. Mary G. Weiss became a volunteer for the Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation in 1965 after learning that her three little boys had CF. 

Her duty was to call every civic club, social and service organization seeking financial 
support for CF research.  Mary's 4-year old son, Richard, listened closely to his mother as 
she made each call. After several calls, Richard came into the room and told his Mom, "I 
know what you are working for." Mary was dumbstruck because Richard did not know 
what she was doing, nor did he know that he had cystic fibrosis. 

With some trepidation, Mary posed the question, "What am I working for, Richard?" 
"You are working for 65 Roses," he answered so sweetly. Mary was speechless. She went 
over to him and tenderly pressed his body to hers. He could not see the tears running down 
Mary's cheeks as she stammered, "Yes Richard, I'm working for 65 Roses." 

Since 1965, the term "65 Roses" has been used by children of all ages to describe their 
disease. But, making it easier to say, does not make CF any easier to live with. The "65 
Roses" story has captured the hearts and emotions of all who have heard it. The rose, 
appropriately the ancient symbol of love, has become a symbol of the Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation. 

"65 Roses® " is a registered trademark of the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. 
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Because of health risks to people with cystic fibrosis (CF), individuals with CF who have had a confirmed positive sputum culture for Burkholderia cepacia complex shall not 
attend events sponsored by the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. 

This policy is necessary because B. cepacia is contagious to individuals with CF.   B. cepacia can be transmitted through casual contact or close proximity with infected 
individuals. B. cepacia infection in a person with CF can cause serious respiratory illness and, in some patients, may result in rapid decline in lung function, possibly leading to 
death.   While this policy should reduce the risk of B. cepacia cross infection, there still might still be some individuals with B. cepacia in attendance.  B. cepacia is not a known 
health risk to individuals without CF who are otherwise healthy. 
 
The CF Foundation supports research to identify new treatments for B. cepacia.  For alternative ways to participate and for more information regarding this policy, please contact the 
CF Foundation at (800) FIGHT-CF or visit www.cff.org.  Consult your CF Foundation-accredited care center physician with medical questions. 
 
A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION (# CH956) AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY 
CALLING TOLL-FREE 1-800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.  
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Registration is also available on line: 
http://tampa.cff.org/65rosesgolf   
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