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A Texas Tribute to Pink 
 
Everything was coming up pink roses at the Northeast Texas Tyler Chapter’s 65 Roses 

Gala, La Vie en Rose.  More than 350 guests gathered on May 9 for the fourth annual 

French-themed, rose-laden dinner.  The event raised more than $140,000 for the Cystic 

Fibrosis Foundation.   

 
Setting the Scene 
 
The evening’s festivities were held at the gorgeous home of Celia and Barrie Bates.  

Generous CF Foundation volunteers transformed the Bates’ residence into a French oasis, 

complete with French tulips in garden urns and antique silver place settings.  Guests 

dined on exquisite cuisine provided by local restaurant Rick’s on the Square and enjoyed 

live music by a popular local band of seasoned professionals, The Geezers.   

 

Attendees had the chance to bid on fantastic live and silent auction items, including two 

exclusive tickets to the 2010 Super Bowl with airfare from American Airlines.  The night 

also featured a Bid for a Cure speech by event co-chair Jennifer Gaston, whose close 

friend has CF, about vital CF research.  

 

Gaston said, “Thanks to those in attendance and the funds raised at this year’s 65 Roses 

Gala, we are closer than ever to a cure found for CF.”  

 
Special Recognition 
 



The Northeast Texas Tyler Chapter was proud to honor the Hoeffner Foundation and 

Rex-Hide Industries with the Breath of Life award for their steadfast support of the CF 

Foundation throughout the years.   

 
Many Thanks 
 
The Northeast Texas Tyler Chapter would like to thank the 65 Roses Gala “La Vie en 

Rose” Committee: 

• Victoria & Jerry Ashworth 
• Susie & Jason Balser 
• Gillian Brasfield 
• Colleen & Paul Brinkman 
• Jacqueline & Clay Cavender 
• Suzanne & Brad Curtis 
• Stephanie & Johnny Derfus 
• Michelle & David Dial 
• Panissa Dor 
• Christa & Scott Drewry 
• Dana & Brian Durman 
• Renna & Jeff Embry 
• Laurie Ann & Stan Frank 
• Gena & Stephen Himes 

• Amy Key 
• Lori & Scott Knight 
• Courtney & Michael Lewis 
• Kelly & Jimmy Michaels 
• Kathleen & Wayne Murray 
• Lisa & Allan Preddy 
• Kristen & Joey Seeber 
• Rebecca Taylor 
• Cheryl & Kenneth Threlkeld 
• Stephanie & Neal Vasso 
• Leigh & Ron Vickery 
• Laura & Ken Waits 
• Andrea & Jack Walker 

 

And its sponsors for their continued support: 

• The Robert M. Rogers Foundation 
• Watson W. Wise Foundation 
 
• Cavender’s Boot City 
• Amy & Vernon Faulconer 
 
• American Airlines 
• Azalea Spine Surgery—Mike Russell, MD 
• Bank of America 
• Bank of Tyler 
• Cherie & Craig Barker—Barker Interests  
• Shirley & Donald Chase 
• Resa & Brian Clarke 
• Christa & Scott Drewry 



• The Hoeffner Foundation—Rex-Hide Industries 
• Hossley Embry, LLP 
• Elaine Smith Knight  
• Lori & Scott Knight 
• Will Knight 
• Margaret & John Moss—East Texas Seed Company 
• Southside Bank 
• René & Scott Stovall 
• Cheryl & Kenneth Threlkeld 
• Brandi & Hudson White—Carrie & Bennett White 
• Alycia & Butch Wootton 
 
• Donna & Randal Brooks 
• Capital One 
• Randall Childress—Edward Jones Investments 
• Denson Construction 
• Michelle & David Dial 
• Mr. & Mrs. Bob Dyer 
• The R.W. Fair Foundation 
• Friend of CFF 
• Hall Buick Pontiac GMC 
• René & Gaylord Hughey 
• Debra & Jack King, Jr. 
• Amy & Bill Lively 
• Martin • Walker, PC 
• Mr. & Mrs. William D. Norton 
• Jerry Spencer 
• T.A.B. Operating, Inc. 
• Todd Threlkeld 
• Tyler Building Systems 

 
• Bain, Files, Jarrett, Bain & Harrison, PC 
• Rosemary & Harold Beaird 
• Vickie & Paul Cooper 
• DERMedics 
• Jion & Ken Dietz 
• FirstBank 
• Four Seasons Women’s Health—Sherilyn A. Willis, MD 
• Janet & John Hills 
• Mary Ellen Hugus 
• Jan & Jim Knowles 
• Rhona & Tim Meads 
• Ashley & Justin Morris—Pool & Spa Specialty 
• Sheryl Rogers Palmer 



• Betty Ann & Don Smith 
• Rebecca A. Taylor 
• Texas Spine & Joint Hospital 
• Punkin & Cotton Turner 
• Tyler Steel Company 
 
 
• All American Party & Tent Rental 
• Wesley Beard 
• Brownlow & Sons Landscaping 
• BSCENE Magazine 
• Castle Doors 
• CBS 19 
• Andy Dunklin, Smith County Constable 
• Garden Style 
• The Geezers 
• Giglio Distributing Company 
• Glow Creative Media Production 
• Mildred Grinstead 
• Hudson Printing 
• KLTV  
• Mike Simmons, Smith County Chief Deputy 
• Tyler Morning Telegraph—TylerPaper.com 
• Tyler Today—The Renard Group  
• Tyler Valet Parking Services 
 
 


