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CFF FUNDING OF "NIH-APPROVED BUT UNFUNDED" APPLICATIONSPRIVATE 

The Cystic Fibrosis Foundation (CFF) has developed its research program to complement work at the National Institutes of Health (NIH).  Support from CFF, through various mechanisms, is intended to provide for the development of sufficient preliminary data to make CF-related grant applications highly competitive in the NIH review process.  However, as a result of funding constraints on the NIH, coupled with the growing interest in CF research, occasions arise in which highly meritorious grants are submitted to the NIH but are not funded.  In an effort to assure that all meritorious CF-related research is supported, CFF has developed the CFF/NIH-unfunded Award mechanism to provide funding.  The objective of this award is to support excellent CF-related research projects that have been submitted to and approved by the NIH, but cannot be supported by available NIH funds.  Applications must fall within the upper 40th percentile.  CFF support ranges from $75,000 to $125,000 per year for up to two years.  (Indirect costs are not allowed.)
CFF does not intend to assume the role of the NIH, but instead wishes to ensure that the momentum in CF research is not irreversibly slowed.  As described below, the CFF/NIH-unfunded award offers a temporary mechanism for continuing highly-meritorious projects until NIH support can be obtained.  The CFF will continue to vigorously encourage the NIH to assume support of meritorious CF-related projects. 

OBJECTIVE AND SCOPE OF THE CFF/NIH-unfunded AWARD

The specific objective of this award is to provide temporary funding of highly-meritorious CF-related research projects that have been submitted to and approved by the NIH, but not supported.  Under this award, qualifying applications will be considered for funding within the following guidelines:

· Annual support of an application will be from $75,000 to $125,000 per year in direct costs, for a maximum of two years.  Indirect costs are not allowed on this grant program. The level of funding will be determined by the CFF following review by the designated medical/scientific advisors.

· The funding duration of an application cannot exceed two years.  The maximum grant period will be determined during CFF review and will be subject to annual renewal. If awarded, it is required that a revised application be submitted to the NIH within three months of receipt of CFF award.  Failure to do so will result in the loss of support.  A copy of the revised application must be submitted to the CFF.

· Support will immediately be terminated upon award of funds from the NIH or any other agency.

Applications considered for this award must meet the following criteria:

· The application must have been reviewed by an NIH study section and presented to an institute council within 12 months of applying for CFF support.

· The application must fall within the 40th percentile.
· The application must be clearly relevant to CF.

· The investigator should not be receiving other funding for this work.

MANAGEMENT PROCEDURES
Application Identification   

NIH officials will inform principal investigators of unfunded grants of the availability of the funding option.  

Application Requirements
Applicant should submit the following to grants@cff.org: 

· Electronic copy of the NIH application;

· Summary Statement;

· Response to critiques; 
· Revised budget; and

· Signed CFF Out-of-Cycle Face Page.

If electronic submission is not possible, please submit four (4) complete copies of the material described above to:

Grants and Contracts Office

Cystic Fibrosis Foundation

6931 Arlington Road

Bethesda, MD  20814 

Applications are accepted on an on-going basis throughout the year.

Review/Approval   

Since applications to this program have been reviewed and scored by an NIH study section, review by CFF advisors will focus on the following points:  relevance and importance to CF, adequacy of the budget, and potential for future support by the NIH.

Additional Information   

To obtain additional information or clarification, please e-mail CFF’s Grants and Contracts Office at grants@cff.org or call (301) 951-4422.
